What is claimed is; 



1. A guideYplate comprising: 
an incidence endlface to introduce illumination light;and 

an emission funcqpn face provided with function to emit illumination light, wherein 
said emission func$foi£ face is provided with a great number of ridges each of which 
has a first flank face di^etSed w the incidence end face and a second flank face opposite 
with the first flank face;anc 

each of said ridges extends in a direction which is inclined at an angle falling within 
a predetermined angle range with respect to the incidence end face. 



2. A guide plate as defined in clajm 1, wherein said angle range is from 5 
degrees to 45 degrees. 



3. A guide plate as defined in claim 1 or 2, wherein at least said second flank 
face is inclined s<\ that distance from the incidence end face increases according to 



getting closer to a raige top portion. 



4. A guide pla\e as defined in claim 3, wherein both of said first and second 
flank faces are inclined so\that distance from the incidence end face increases according 
to getting closer to a ridg£^p portion. 



5. A guide plate as defined in claim 1 or 2, wherein each ol said ridges has 
cross section which becomes smaller according to getting closer to a ridge top portion. 



6. A guide plate as defljned in claim 3, wherein each of said ridges has cross 
-sectionjadiich.bec£mes^sm accordin g to getting closer to a ridge top portion. 



7. A guide plate as defined in claim 4, wherein each of said ridges has cross 
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section which becomespmaller according to getting closer to a ridge top portion. 

8. A guide plztte as defined in claim 1 or 2, wherein said emission function face 
includes a first foot portion connecting with the first flank face and a second foot portion 
connecting with the secomd flank face, said second foot portion provides a stepwise 
difference such that thickness of the guide plate is greater at the second foot portion as 
compared with at the first foot portion. 

9. A guide plate as defined in claim 3, wherein said emission function face 
includes a first foot portion coi&iecting with the first flank face and a second foot portion 
connecting with the second fla\ik face, said second foot portion provides a stepwise 
difference such that thickness $L the guide plate is greater at the second foot portion as 
compared with at the first foof poraon. 

10. A guide plate ps denned in claim! 5, wherein said emission function face 
includes a first foot portion connecting with th f first flank face and a second foot portion 
connecting with the second flank race, saw second foot portion provides a stepwise 
difference such that thickness o^the \gi&fe plate is greater at the second foot portion as 
compared with at the first foot portion^ 



11. A surface light source devrce of side light type comprising: 
a guide plate which has an incidence end face to introduce illumination light and an 
emission function face provided with funqtion to emit illumination lightjand 



a primary light source disposed besjde the guide plate to supply illumination light, 
wherein 

said emission function face is providdti with a great number of ridges each of which 
has a first flank face directed to the incidence end face and a second flank face opposite 
-with-theJrst-flank-face;and 



each of said ridges extends in a direction which is inclined at an angle felling within 
a predetermined angle range with respect t\ the incidence end face. 
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12. A surface light source device as defined in claim 11, wherein said angle 
range is from 5 degrees to 45 degrees. 



13. A surface light source device as defined in claim 11 or 12, wherein at least 
said second flank face! is inclined so that distance from the incidence end face increases 
according to getting cl®ser to a ridge top portion. 



14. A surfaceylight source device as defined in claim 13, wherein both of said 
first and second flank fcJfces are inclined so that distance from the incidence end face 
increases according to getting closer to a ridge top portion. 



15. A surface light source device as defined in claim 11 or 12, wherein each of 
said ridges has cross section \rtiich becomes smaller according to getting closer to a 
ridge top portion. 



16. A surface light! 
ridges has cross section whicl 
portion. 



e devlfce as defined in claim 13, wherein each of said 
{ becdfcnes sfnaller according to getting closer to a ridge top 



17. A surface light source crevice as defined in claim 14, wherein each of said 
ridges has cross section which becomefc smaller according to getting closer to a ridge top 



portion. 



18. A surface light source deviae as defined in claim 11 or 12, wherein said 
rif^mn-faw^iCTi-fa^ with t h e , first flank face 

and a second foot portion connecting with th\ second flank face, said second foot portion 
provides a stepwise difference such that thickness of the guide plate is greater at the 
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second foot portion &s compared with at the first foot portion. 

19. A surface light source device as defined in claim 13, wherein said emission 
function face includes a first foot portion connecting with the first flank face and a second 
foot portion connecting with the second flank face, said second foot portion provides a 
stepwise difference sucA that thickness of the guide plate is greater at the second foot 
portion as compared witraat the first foot portion. 

20. A surface lignt source device as defined in claim 15, wherein said emission 
function face includes a firstfoot portion connecting with the first flank face and a second 
foot portion connecting withithe second flank face, said second foot portion provides a 
stepwise difference such tlj(at thickness of the guide plate is greater at the second foot 
portion as compared with A thA first foot portion. 

v 21. A liquid crystal display comprising: 

a surface light source deviceW side light type which has a guide plate having an 
incidence end face to introduce illumination light and an emission function face provided 
with function to emit illumination light and which has a primary light source disposed 
beside the guide plate to supply illumination lightjand 

a liquid crystal display panel to q£ illuminated by the surface light source device, 
wherein 

said emission function face is provided with a great number of ridges each of which 
has a first flank face directed to the incidence end face and a second flank face opposite 
with the first flank facejand 

each of said ridges extends in a directi&ri which is inclined at an angle falling within 
a predetermined angle range with respect to me incidence end face. 



22. A liquid cry staLdisplay, as_ defined i n claim 21, wherein said angle range is 

from 5 degrees to 45 degrees. 
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23. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 21 or 22, wherein at least sai 
second flank face Ite inclined so that distance from the incidence end face increases 
according to getting closer to a ridge top portion. 

24. A liquid qrystal display as defined in claim 23, wherein both of said first 
and second flank faces Vre inclined so that distance from the incidence end face 
increases according to getting closer to a ridge top portion. 

25. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 21 or 22, wherein each of said 
ridges has cross section which Incomes smaller according to getting closer to a ridge top 
portion. 

26. A liquid crystal displaV as defined in claim 23, wherein each of said ridges 
has cross section which becomes smaller according to getting closer to a ridge top 
portion. 

27. A liquid crystal display as Refined in claim 24, wherein each of said ridges 
has cross section which becomes small^ according to getting closer to a ridge top 
portion. 

28. A liquid crystal display as <fefinqd in^laim 21 or 22, wherein said emission 
function face includes a first foot portion c©imecfcuig with the first flank face and a second 
foot portion connecting with the second flank fa<3fe, said second foot portion provides a 
stepwise difference such that thickness of the gui^e plate is greater at the second foot 
portion as compared with at the first foot portion. 



29. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 23, wherein said emission 
-^MetieH^<^4flGludes-a-fi^ first flank face-and.a_second_ 

foot portion connecting with the second flank face, saidVsecond foot portion provides a 
stepwise difference such that thickness of the guide plata is greater at the second foot 
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portion as compared with at the first foot portion. 

30. A liquid Jcrystal display as defined in claim 25, wherein said emission 
function face includes ajpfct fopt portion connecting with the first flank face and a second 
foot portion connectin^wiSi the second flank face, said second foot portion provides a 
stepwise difference such that thickness of the guide plate is greater at the second foot 
portion as comp ared with at the first foot portion. 

31. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 21 or 22, wherein said surface 
light source device of side light type is arranged for front- lighting of said liquid crystal 
display panel. 

32. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 23, wherein said surface light 
source device of side light type is arranged for front- lighting of said liquid crystal 
display panel. 

33. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 25, wherein said surface light 
source device of side light type is arranged for front- lighting of said liquid crystal 
display panel. 

34. A liquid crystal display as defined in claim 28, wherein said surface light 
source device of side light type is arranged for front- lighting of said liquid crystal 
display panel. 
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